Abstract. Measurements in the Mediterranean
Introduction Oceanographic conditions in the Mediterranean

Results
In each of the regions considered, the variations in sea level are negatively correlated with the NAO (Fig. 2 
Conclusions
The main result of our analysis is that sea level variability in the Mediterranean is primarily driven, via the inverse barometer effect, by the NAO. The reduction in sea level in this basin over the last forty years is a response to increased surface pressure associated with the shift of the NAO from a negative to a positive state. Thus the Mediterranean is far from isolated from the effects of the dominant mode of atmospheric forcing over the Atlantic. Modelling of the circulation of the Mediterranean Sea can therefore only be reliable if atmospheric variability at larger scales is taken into account.
In addition to our main result we have also suggested that the NAO plays a significant role in establishing the EMT and the changes in the deep water characteristics of the Western Mediterranean. The change in E-P associated with the increase 
